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PT contains numerous codes for removal of skin lesions.
Understanding how the codes are organized and how CPT defines
removal methods is essential to finding the right code.

Excis_ion is defined as fuII-thickness removal and inpludes Ipca_l anesthesia Go Green! Substitute a
and simple closure of the resulting defect. Each excised lesion is reported free e-subscription for
separately. In some cases, coding must wait for the pathology report in order our niEdition !
to assign the correct code. chtivgte & freé

® Benign lesions (11400-11471) e-subSEBRR and
m Malignant lesions (11600-11646) receiveltim g—newsletter

If intermediate or complex closure is required in order to repair the defect, with englav= and
report codes 12031-12057 or 13100-13153 in addition to the excision code. .gy A
money-saving tips for

Destruction is defined as ablation of benign, pre-malignant, or malignant tis- e ot
sue, with or without curettement, and includes local anesthesia. your prac |_ce a
www.doctorsdigest.net

® Benign or pre-malignant lesions (17000-172500) b . - 0 usi
= Malignant lesions (17260-17286) yP:'?]?rlls(;[e[;I(:](?ea[r;]REIESll\lng

Shaving is removal of the entire lesion, usually by horizontal slicing without a
full-thickness excision, and includes local anesthesia and cauterization.

® Epidermal or dermal lesions (11300-11313)
m Corns, calluses (11055-11057)

2 ®
Biopsy is removal of part of a lesion for testing and diagnosis. Biopsies are TOPAMAX

reported using 11000 for the first lesion and 11101 for each additional lesion.
For excisions, code selection is determined first by the site of the lesion (toplramate)ﬁbm
{ (CPT groups multiple sites under a single code) and then by size. Most of
{ the codes for skin lesion removal are located in the Integumentary section of
CPT—but not all. Lesions of the male or female genitalia are reported using e
codes from chapter 54000. Lev.mir®

insulin detemir (rDNA origin) injection

- ®
AcipHex
B |If multiple lesions are removed from the same site (according to CPT rabepgaéo)/e soc?‘um
groupings), list the most extensive code first, and append modifier 51

to each additional procedure code. Use modifier 59 if lesions are
removed from different sites.

' ’Ps B Many physicians guess at the size of the lesion, but

keep in mind that 1 cm can make a huge difference
in reimbursement. Code selection is based on the diameter of the
lesion plus the margins of skin removed. Measurement is made prior
to excision.

® Do not use the lesion removal codes for skin tags. Codes 11200-
11201 have been designated for skin tags.
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Get the Facts FAST
on Doctor’s Digest!

Now, FastFacts Podcasts for your MP3, PC or laptop!
Brought to you by the maker of TOPAMAX.

New for 2008—a podcast series based on some of our most popular issues of
Doctor’s Digest is available in Take Five format, snappy, five-minute podcasts
delivering take-charge action items on hot practice management topics written by
experts ... everything from working part-time to emergency planning, combating
burnout to error-proofing your practice.

Go to www.TOPAMAX360.com to download and listen to the podcasts! While you're
there, don't miss out on the other free practice management services and tools:

* Drug Formulary Look-up Tool

* Medical Speller and Dictionary

® |CD-9 Coding Look-up Tool

e Electronic Medical Prescribing Reference Tool

Available only at www.TOPAMAX360.com

TOPAMAX 360.com

The info you need. And so much more.
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